
Common St. JohnsWort  
Hypericum perforatum 

Family;  St. Johnswort  

Common Names:  Klamath weed, Tipton’s weed 

Species Affected:  Equines, Cattle, Sheep, Llamas, Alpacas, Chickens. Toxicity to Goats is debated.  

Toxin: Naphthodianthron, hypericin 

Description:  About 1-3 feet in height, upright, stems reddish, single or multiple, smooth, somewhat two 

edged, branching toward top of stem, leaves opposite, lance-shaped, with tiny pin holes visible when held 

up to light on the leaves, clusters of yellow, star-like flowers with 5 petals, sometimes with small black 

dots on edges, many prominent stamens, flowers form capsules that contain many small brown seeds, 

the entire plant have turpentine odor.  

Growing Locations:  Widespread throughout Washington  

Most Toxic When:  In Spring, as young plants are more palatable, in severely depleted pastures with poor 

forage, and in hay 1-5% body weight is enough to induce toxicity. Sunlight creates severe reactions. Toxin 

when consumed in hay, although less toxic when dried , if enough is ingested it will induce toxic events. 

All plant parts are toxic. Light skinned, sheared, and young animals are the most sensitive.  

Signs and Symptoms:  Photosensitization, photodermatitis, skin blisters, lesions on udders causing pain 

and refusal to nurse, skin may peel or slough, sometimes in sheets, redness and swelling of eyes, avoid-

ance of sunlight, higher pulse rate and temp, seeking out of water, head rubbing, occasionally convulsions 

and death. There may be a delay of symptoms for up to three weeks after ingestion.  

Preventative Measures:  This plant spreads by rhizomes, seeds, and stolons, so it is difficult to control. 

Seeds remain viable for decades in the soil.  

Cultural– Good pasture managemnt 

Mechanical– Pulling is only an option on new/young populations but care must be taken to remove and 

proper;y dispose of all vegetation. Mowing maybe effective but only before seed set and must be repeat-

ed.  

Chemical– During rosette stage or bolting stage, use a post emergent, systemic, selective broadleaf herbi-

cide. For example, herbicides containing 2, 4-D, applied before blossoms open, preferably on new seedlings 

after germination, repeated applications are needed, metsulfuron, applied after weeds emerge, using a 

surfactant can increase effectiveness.  
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